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|ndus Forever is a quarterly newsletter of the Indus for All Programme; the first six years (2006 - 2012) implementation phase of a 50 - year
vision of the Indus Ecoregion Programme.

Funded by the Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands in Pakistan, the Programme is being implemented by WWF - Pakistan in close
collaboration with the Government of Sindh. The Programme aims to conserve rich biological diversity of the Indus Ecoregion through
livelihoods improvement of the local communities. The newsletter aims to keep stakeholders, other concerned organisations and individu-
als updated about the activities, progress and future endeavours of the Programme.
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“But, in extremely important cases, where conversion of forest lands becomes
unavoidable, necessary provisions in the law must be made for compensatory
forestation on twice the land being converted / allotted, the report recommends,”
the report has suggested.

Environmentalists have called for concerted efforts focusing on raising
awareness at all levels by government, NGOs, media and other segments of the
civil society to strengthen conservation of forests throughout the country.
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They also suggest that the government should give a call for voluntary partner-
ships among all stakeholders of civil society and the government departments to
facilitate and promote activities related to the international year of forests at local
and national levels, including the creation of national committees or focal points
in their respective areas.

The announcement of the year 2011 as the year of forests provides an opportu-
nity for all stakeholders of the civil society to join hands for conservation and
protection of the rapidly depleting forests resources in the country. The reason
for this is that forests not only provide livelihood for tens of millions of people, but
their programmes. also are critical for bringing about a healthy environment and healthy living.
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Policy Monitor

2010: A Retrospective

In 2010, the Indus for All Programme continued its engagement with the Forests and Wildlife, and the Fisheries and Livestock Depart-
ments of the Government of Sindh. The Programme, in consultation with government officials, developed project proposals for 2010-
2011.

These proposals included conducting fish stock assessments, restocking wetlands with indigenous fish species and promoting sustain-
able fish farming. Proposals also covered joint community-government managed forest initiatives and the promotion of a game reserve
with community supported eco-tourism. All these proposals reflect some aspect of the Programme's objectives and its thematic
interests.

The Programme's policy portfolio also produced a series of briefs and concept notes, which are available on the Programme's website
(www.foreverindus.org).

Of particular interest are the two briefs on (i) conservation investment, and (ii) community based vulnerability assessments. The brief
on conservation investment is particularly interesting as it presents a policy perspective on the extensive natural resource valuation
work undertaken by the Programme over the 2007-10 period. In fact, the brief has been specifically developed to bridge the different
initiatives taken by WWF-P and other stakeholders in the realm of monetizing ecosystems and environmental resources.

The utility of the brief on 'conservation investment' lies in its use as a policy tool to help stakeholders adopt and promote policies, strate-
gies and practices to effectively manage and utilize environmental resources. The brief on vulnerability assessments is by comparison
a simpler tool. In light of the recent floods, and the recurring coastal storms, it provides an overview of natural disaster threats and their
impacts, and discusses the nature and scope of community based vulnerability assessments.

In the coming year, the policy arm of the Programme will continue to develop similar purposive briefs and will sustain its engagement
with government and other partners.

Poverty-Environment Watch
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